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Sub: Testing of carbon fibre composite (CFC) core of HTLS conductors.

It has been brought to the notice of this office that a few of the procuring entities/ utilities
in the power sector have been stipulating in their tenders for High Temperature Low Sag
(HTLS) conductors with CFC core a requirement of “salt spray test’ on these conductors
in lieu of the mandatory “Galvanic Protection Barrier Layer Thickness Test” for determining
the efficacy of the galvanic protection layer on the carbon fibre composite core to protect
CFC against the galvanic corrosion.

In this regard, it is to state that the appropriate test for the determination of the Galvanic
Protection Barrier Layer thickness is the test to be performed as per the procedure laid
down in the ASTM B987 standard. Salt spray test has no correlation with the determination
of the thickness of galvanic protection barrier layer on the CFC core in the HTLS
conductors.

All procuring utilities/ organizations/ users in the power sector are hereby advised to
stipulate in their tenders for HTLS conductors the requirement of “Galvanic Protection
Barrier Layer Thickness Test’ as one of the mandatory tests as per the procedure laid
down in the ASTM B987 or any other published national or international standards for the
core including single-strand or multi-strand carbon fibre composite cores for HTLS
overhead conductors, and in any case “salt spray test” shall not be used as a substitute
for “Galvanic Protection Barrier Layer Thickness Test".

In this context, all previous advisories and communications issued by CEA stand
superseded by this advisory with immediate effect.

7g ey (Rigge yome), % 13,91, & srepAest & S far e & Q],S,’lﬂﬂ!
(FXT 1)
HEY AT (ET&)

To: All procuring utilities/ organizations/ users in the power sector.
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